greater number of male or female lambs were to be produced, at the will of the proprietor, in each of these. The plan adopted in order to insure this result, was to employ very young rams in that division of the flock from which it was desired to obtain females ; and strong and vigorous rams, of four or five years of age, in that from which males were to be procured. The first division was also recommended to have a more abundant supply of food, and more repose than usual, during the period of impregnation. The Another experiment is thus related:?A flock of 106 sheep was divided into two sections of forty-two each, one containing the strongest ewes, of four and five years of age; the second, consisting of the weakest, either less than four or more than five years old: the first section was intended to produce a greater number of females than the second; and after having been marked, and placed in a good pasturage, four rams, of about ten months old, were turned into them. The other section received two strong rams, each aged more than three years. The remainder of the flock, making up the number of 106, belonged to the shepherds; they are generally stronger and better nourished than the rest, and these, forming a third section, were placed under circumstances similar to the second. The two others, belonging to the second and third sections, produced
It is to be remarked, that the lambs proceeding from she section in which the young rams were employed, were in all respects as fine as those begotten by the older aud stronger rams.
In connexion with this part of the subject, we find, in another part of the communication, a remark of some importance. In 1825, twenty ewes, which had not borne for two years, received the rams clandestinely in the beginning Talma's Heart. 153 of the winter; they were almost all of them remarkably fat; they produced sixteen females and four males. Among the number of these ewes were two old ones, which had been put up to fatten in 1824, but could not be sold because they were not in sufficiently good condition : these gave one male and one female.
M. Garou next carries his inquiries to the reproductive power in the mare and cow. Respecting the first of these he observes, that, wishing to obtain more female than male colts, he fed his brood mares on fresh food ; that he chose for propagation only such as had not been foaled or even nourished by the mother the preceding year j and he did not give them the stallion until they gave evident signs of being in heat. Five mares, so chosen, produced five female colts; and, by following the same method, out of thirteen colts foaled that year, eleven were females; and one of the two males was the product of an old mare. He remarks, that some mares of a remarkably vigorous appetite always bring forth females ; whilst those of delicate health as constautly produce males. The same remarks apply to the cow.
PATHOLOGY.
Talma's Heart.?The great French tragedian died of stricture of the rectum, which reduced that intestine to the diameter of three lines, causing great accumulation above it, and ultimately rupture of the coat*, with effusion into the peritoneal cavity. He laboured under another complaint, however, which must sooner or later have caused his death, and which is more interesting as having been more immediately connected with his profession. The heart adhered to the pericardium at its apex, forming a dark-coloured tumor, connected with the left ventricle, and which in reality was a true aneurism. The walls of this sac appeared to consist of the pericardium and serous membrane of the heart glued together, and containing layers of fibrin, while the muscular fibres of the ventricle, considerably attenuated, were partially extended over the tumor. The size of the aneurism was about that of a small egg; it had displaced the point of the left ventricle, which was thus thrown a little forward. The origin of this pathological condition of the heart, which was not suspected during his last illness, may perhaps fairly be dated from the following occurrence related by Talma's family:
Some years ago, after great exertion in playing the character of Hamlet, lie suddenly felt a sensation of burning heat in the region of the heart, and an uneasiness which lasted one or two days, but which did not attract any serious attention. From this time he frequently suffered from palpitation, particularly after professional exertion.
It is probable that, in a mind like Talma's, passions, though artificially excited by the cunning of the scene, and the intense and absorbing manner in which he entered into the character he represented, may have produced the same effect upon his frame, as moral impressions from external causes are wont to do on others; thus assimilating in their effects the real and imaginary in the miseries of life. It is probable, too, that had this great tragedian not laboured under the obstruction which proved fatal, he would have expired in one of those tempests of passion which held the spectators in dreadful admiration, and thus (to borrow the enthusiastic language of his countryman) he Artificial Anus.?A woman, at the termination of a labour which happened twenty years before, had had an umbilical hernia, which, not being kept reduced, had gradually increased, till at length it acquired so considerable a size, that in the course of ten years the whole of the intestines appeared to be situated in a kind of pouch. At the end of the second year, the skin became red at the lower part of this, and ulceration took place, and in a short time a round opening was established, about the size of a tive-franc piece. The circumference of this soon healed, but the centre of it remained pervious, and discharged pus, serum, and blood. During the ten years which bad elapsed from the appearance of this ulceration to the time of her seeking medical aid, the aperture had healed up and opened again several times. The movement of the intestines could be seen through the integuments of the tumor. She was still able to continue her employment. Some time afterwards, however, she perceived that a portion of food which she had taken issued from the wound, three hours after it had been swallowed. Upon pressing the hernial sac, faecal matter escaped from the opening. In the centre of the old wound there was an opening about the size of a shilling, the edges of which projected and formed a kind of sphincter. It was ascertained that this opening led into one of the small intestines. The intestine was reduced, and fixed near the wound, and perfect rest was recommended to facilitate the union of the parts. The We had dissections of fifteen of the twenty-one fatal cases under this head.
The only appearance found in any of them which I could regard as morbid was effusion of serum, chiefly beneath the arachnoid and in the ventricles. In judging whether the quantity of serum found in these situations was to be accounted certainly morbid, I have taken as a guide the observation of Andral, that, in order to be so, the effusion should be " assez considerable pour soulever notnblement Varachnoide, ou distendre les ventriculesbut so far from finding, as he has done, such amount of effusion very rare, it has appeared to me the most frequent of all the morbid appearances observable in fever.
In twelve at least of these fifteen cases, it seemed to me obvious that the arachnoid was partially elevated, and the ventricles distended beyond their usual dimensions. But the quantity of effusion was never great. What was found in the ventricles never exceeded half an ounce, and did not exceed two drachms in more than three cases. Farther, the quantity of this effusion bore no proportion to the degree of affection of the nervous system before death. In some who had these symptoms violently, it was well marked ; but in a boy who died deeidedly comatose, (his pulse being full almost to the moment of death,) it was very slight, not exceeding a drachm in the ventricles, and being hardly perceptible beneath the arachnoid. In a woman who had, among other nervous symptoms, Tepeated and general convulsions, it was equally inconsiderable; and in the case already mentioned of a young man who was jaundiced, and died quite comatose, with dilated pupil and stertorous breathing, the quantity found in the ventricles hardly exceeded half a drachm, and there was positively none beneath the arachnoid. Such an amount of effusion as is found in the heads of many fever patients may be regarded, I think, as a sign that an increased action of vessels has taken place there; but by no means as a proof that such increased vascular action has been the cause of all the nervous symptoms.
In the treatment of this form of fever, when seen from the commencement, I have no doubt that blood-letting is almost always a proper preliminary to all other measures; but after the pain of head has subsided, although the pulse be of good strength, its beneficial effects are less decided. When the nervous symptoms in the advanced stages of fever have been accompanied with manifest weakness of pulse, I have used wine in small bnt often gradually increasing doses, and camphor or ammonia, along with the evacuations now mentioned, or even, where the depression lias been very great, without them ; and have thought them much more frequently and de? cidedly useful in the present epidemic than formerly. In reflecting on some of the fatal cases, I have thought that these remedies had been too soon given, and in others that they had been too long delayed; and I have no doubt, from watching the progress of many such cases, that errors may very easily be committed in both ways, even by persons conversant with the disease.
The greatest difficulty has appeared to me to be in judging of the probable effects either of evacuations, or stimulants, or anodynes, in persons habituated to strong liquors, and whose symptoms in fever resemble those of delirium tremens.
Opiates have appeared of most essential service ill some cases where there was much slighter delirium and restlessness, without pain of head or flushing, therefore generally after loss of blood. I have used them repeatedly in such circumstances so early as the fourth or fifth day, with this marked good effect, that sleep has followed their use; and, after one or two repetitions of the dose, the patient has passed into the state of drowsiness without stnpor, which is known to be one of the most favorable forms of simple fever, and has had no farther occasion either for anodynes or other active remedies. The more violent tremors and subsultus of the advanced stage of fever have'generally been combined with so much stupor as appeared to render the full use of opiates hazardous, and, where they have been tried under such circumstances, they have not appeared to me successful.
Of fifty-eight cases in which the function of respiration was embarrassed at one period or other of the disease, in a degree which appeared to indicate danger, thirteen were fatal: but of these, four only were fatafstrictly in the way of asphyxia: in the other nine there was extreme debility, but no such urgent dyspnoea towards the close of life, as appeared from comparison with other cases, in which the pulse continued firmer, to be incompatible with the restoration of health. Indeed, in several of thesejast the breathing had become so easy many hours, or even days, before death, that the amount of disorganization of the lungs found (after death excited much surprise. The duration of the fatal cases under this head was from twelve to twenty days. The cases of those who recovered from this complication were generally very protracted, in several instances lasting five, or even six, weeks before the fever subsided; after which, however, the recovery appeared to be complete.
Very few of the cases under this head showed any symptoms of pleurisy, and none who died during the continuance of the fever had the pleura inflamed. In two cases (a child three years old and a young5man,) the affection of the breathing, which came on late in the disease, and when the strength was much exhausted, was decidedly croupy; and in both, on dissection, inflammatory thickening and tenacious muco-purulent effusion were found on the mucous membrane of the larynx, though not in such a degree as nearly to close the glottis. In general the affection of the chest appeared to be chiefly bronchitis, and this was sometimes evidently very general; but there was often great difficulty in forming a judgment whether or not the substance of the lungs was undergoing inflammation and disorganization, and how far evacuations ought to be carried in the hope of checking these processes; and this difficulty was by no means wholly removed even by examination after death. Dissection was obtained in two only of the four cases in which I have stated that death took place strictly in the way of asphyxia, and in neither of these was there any part of the lungs found so far condensed as not to crepitate when cut. In both the bronchi were much clogged with frothy mucus. In one this was the only appearance decidedly morbid. This was in a young man of slender make, admitted on the tenth day of the disease, and in a state of great debility : he was twice leeched on the breast, but not bled. Iu the other the lungs were very generally oedematous, and in several places even the superior portions were of a red colour. This was in a very strong young man, whose pulse was full throughout the disease, and who was largely and repeatedly bled both before and after admission, though uot for a week before death.
In four of the cases which were considered as fever,,with affection of the chest, but in which the impeded state of the breathing did not appear to be the chief cause of death, we found, on dissection, pretty large portions of both lungs so far condensed as not to crepitate when cut," and smaller <portions so heavy as to sink in water. In all these the condensation wast chiefly in the posterior portions; and, consequently, the patients having all lain on their backs in a state of extreme debility for some days before death, it was difficult to say how much of the condensation was to be considered as the " peripneumonie des agonisans,"?that is, was to be ascribed to the congestion of blood in the depending parts of the lungs, during the time preceding death, when the strength of the heart may be supposed insufficient to counteract the effect of gravitation on the blood. But, although I and, although we would neither encourage timidity, on the one hand, nor, on the other, apply such strong language to any thing that has been done among us, yet we look upon a passion for performing extraordinory feats in surgery as one of the characteristics of the present day. We, therefore, purpose examining some of those operations which have of late been proposed, with a view of fairly ascertaining the grounds on which they lay claim to our confidence ; and we are the more impressed with the necessity of making this scrutiny, from observing that the usual mode of reasoning on such subjects has, in some recent discussions, been lost sight of, or altogether abandoned. Formerly, the cure of the disease, and the recovery of the patient, were looked upon as somewhat in favor of the treatment adopted; and, on the contrary, a fatal issue was thought rather to militate against the efficiency of the means employed. Indeed, it was reserved for the last few years to bring to light examples at variance with these old*fashioned notions ; and it would now appear so little requisite that there should be any connexion between the remedy and the complaint, that operations are represented as having cured diseases which dissection has proved never to have existed:
while so little has recovery to do with success, that in one instance the cure was published when the patient was in her coffin.
Events of this nature are calculated to mislead the profession, to retard the progress of science, and to bring discredit on our art: we shall therefore, in the present and some future Number, discuss the subject on the principle stated in our Address,?that, when men likely to have influence were " disseminating opinions or acting on principles practically injurious, we should do all in our power to obviate such an evil."
The first of these operations to which we shall advert, and probably the only one which our limits will permit us to discuss in the present Number, is that of tying the artery beyond the tumor in certain cases of aneurism. This; method has been revived by Mr. Wardrop, after it had failed in the hands of one of the most eminent surgeons in Europe, (Sir Astley Cooper;) a circumstance which ought to have led to considerable caution in any attempt to bring it forward again. We think this remark will be justified by the examination, which we subjoin, of those cases in which it has recently been performed by Mr When I saw her eight days afterwards, the tumor had all the characters of ail aneurism of the carotid artery, and had become as large as a fist, but was so situated that it was quite impracticable to tie the vessel below the tumor, so closely did it come in contact with the clavicle. The tumor continued to increase in size; and, on the eleventh day after it was first observed, it had acquired a formidable aspect, the scapular portion having become very red and painful, the pulsation, which was very strong throughout th<5 whole swelling, being here particularly so, and the parietes feeling extremely thin, and as if ready to burst.1' After the operation, the size of the tumor, and the strength of the pulsations, gradually diminished. " The redness of the skin, however, continued to increase; and that of the scapular portion of the tumor to become more and more of a purple colour, till at last ulceration commenced on the most prominent part. Several considerable sized portions of coagulated blood were discharged, along with some healthy pus, through the ulcerated opening; and, on the twentieth day after the operation, the ulceration of the integuments had closed, and nothing of the tumor remained but some wrinkling of the skin, and a considerable degree of thickening of those parts on which the base of the tumor had rested." Now, we ask, who ever heard of an aneurism which, at the end of eleven days from its commencement, had advanced so far as to be inflamed and ready to burst ? Who ever heard of an aneurism which, within three weeks more, did actually ulcerate and discharge healthy pus, mixed with some coagula of blood? It is impossible, we think, for any practical surgeon to read this case, and to look at the drawing given of it by Mr. Wardrop, without perceiving that the whole history is at variance with the obscure origin,?the gradual development, and protracted course of aneurism. We believe that the nature of the disease in this instance was altogether mistaken. And, at all events, giving to the case the most favorable construction of which it is susceptible, we hesitate not to say that it is so different from other cases of aueurism, as to lead to no rational inference with regard to the effect of similar treatment in that disease. There is yet one other case to which we have to allude: it is that which fell under the care of Mr. Lambert. This was a very small dilatation of the carotid near its origin; and we are informed by the author himself " that Sir Astley Cooper discountenanced the operation, and remarked that it was an aneurism by dilatation, which would not increase." Mr. Key, Mr. B. Cooper, and Mr. Callaway, severally gave opinions against the operation. Mr. Lambert, however, acknowledges that he " was not at all satisfied," and consulted his "friend Mr.Wakley," who "recommended the operation to be immediately performedand, lastly, Mr. Wardrop " unreservedly declared himself" of the same opinion. Mr. Lambert, backed by these authorities, proceeded to the operation; and thus afforded the first practical illustration of the evil which has resulted from the view given of these cases, and the premature conclusions which have been drawn from them. The patient died, in consequence of the artery ulcerating at the point where the ligature had been applied. This case, however, uufortunate as was the result, and imper-feet as is the evidence it affords, yet goes farther to establish the principle than any of Mr. Wardrop's ; because dissection showed that a restorative process had begun, and thin layers of lymph were discerned on the inner surface of the dilated part of the vessel.
Mr. Wardrop, in the letter alluded to, says he has reason to believe " that not only the principle is now universally admitted, but that in future the operation will, without hesitation, be adopted." With all deference to Mr. Wardrop, we think that, after the examination of his cases which we have just made, surgeons will hesitate very considerably; and, before they either admit the principle or follow the practice, they will require some evidence less equivocal than that of four operations, in one of which the carotid artery appears to have been tied indeed, but where we hold that there was no aneurism ; in the second of which, dissection showed that there was neither aneurism, nor had been ligature of the vessel; in the third of which, we have speedy death; and in the fourth of which, the physician in attendance (a friend of the operator) declares that he has '' strong motives for reserve" as to the " perfect propriety and complete success of this operation." Had the account of this last rested on our authority alone, it might, and no doubt would, have been met by denial; but as it is, Mr. Wardrop can only exclaim, in the words of the Spanish proverb, " God defend me from my friends, and I will defend myself from my enemies." Assuredly no one had ever more cause to make use of the exclamation.
[The operation has likewise been performed by Sir E. Home; who, induced by the alleged success of Mr. Wardrop's first case, tied the inguinal artery in an aneurism of the external iliac, at Chelsea College, but without any effect whatever in arresting the progress of the disease.] * * * Extirpation of Ovarian Tumors.?'There is a curious contrast between the medical and surgical practice of our continental brethren,?the former employing such remedies as marsh-mallow ptisans and orange-flower water, and exclaiming against the practice of England as fit only forhorses: the latter ventures on operations so daring, that most English surgeons shrink from performing them. Of late years, however, some of the operators of this island have shown an anxiety to import such operations from the continent, or to invent others which vie with them in boldness. M r. Lizars, of Edinburgh, published four cases, in which long incisions had been made into the abdomen, from which the bowels protruded, for the removal of tumors of the ovary. Of the four patients who were the subjects of this operation, one died, (we do not like to use a stronger expression ;) in another, when the abdomen was laid open, no tumor was found; in the third, the tumor adhered so extensively that it could not be removed; in the fourth, one tumor was removed, but another, almost as large, was left behind. One would suppose that these results would have been sufficiently discouraging, yet Mr. Lizars takes for his motto this sentence: " If English surgeons will not perform these operations, those of France and America will." Although Mr. Lizars has formed an estimate of these cases exactly the opposite to that of ninety-nine men out of a hundred, he deserves great credit for the candour of his publication.
We understand, on authority which we cannot doubt, that, within the last month or two, a practitioner of note in this town has extirpated the uterus of a poor woman from the country. What the result was, we know only from report, bnt we think, in honesty to his brethren, he is bound to publish it.
Whether successful or not, it will be a useful guide to those who are-deliberating about the propriety of performing this operation. Nothing can be more mischievous than to publish only fortunate cases, except it be td" permit failures to circulate as successes. A few months ago a paragraph appeared in the Literary Gazette, headed " Extraordinary Surgical Operation," stating that a tumor, eight pounds in weight, and larger than a man's head, had been extracted through an incision nine inches long, from the abdomen of a woman, with great facility, and with the loss of not more than two ounces of blood. Since then it has been copied into the New Monthly Magazine. What will our readers think when we tell them that the poor woman died a few days after the operation ; yet this important appendix to the case has never been added to it, and it has circulated as a successful operation among the numerous readers of the Literary Gazette and the Monthly Magazine; many of them, of course, medical men, and some of them young surgeons, longing to flesh their knives with some such surgical enterprise.
Method of bringing on Premature Labour, and preventing future Pregnancy. -?The next operation to which we would call the attention of our profession, is one which Dr. Blundell, the lecturer on midwifery at Guy's Hospital, is represented as recommending to his class. It is but our readers will not believe it unless we give his own words, which we shall do as they are reported in the Lancet. Speaking of those cases in which the pelvis is so narrow that at the full time it is impossible to extract the child, excepting by the Caesarian operation, the Doctor says?" Suppose a woman has a high contraction, (an excessively contracted pelvis?) and is in the early months of gestation ; I will suppose that she may not have gone above one or two months: now in this case, of course, it would, if practicable, be desirable to introduce an instiunient into the uterine cavity, so as to discharge the liquor amnii, and in that way bring on premature delivery; but very probably you might not be able to enter the uterus: nay, you might not be dextrous or fortunate enough even to feel the os uteri. Under these circumstances, another operation, and an operation which I would strongly recommend to your attention, might be attempted. Make an opening a little above the symphysis pubis, in or near the linea alba, carefully avoiding the bladder: at this opening introduce one of your fingers, say the forefinger of your left hand, so as to get a bearing (?) on the uterus. This accomplished, take some slender-pointed instrument and pretty stiff, and, by a sort of acupuncture, carry this instrument through the body of the uterus into its cavity, and, on entering the uterine cavity, move the wire cautiously, yet effectually, in different directions; so as to break the ovum all to pieces, and put an effectual stop to the generative process. The ovum destroyed, draw up the fallopian tube, which is easily done, first on the one side, and then on the other, cutting out a portion of it so as to render it impervious, by which the womau would for ever afterwards become sterile. By this operation, successfully performed, you would at once secure the woman against the Caesarian incision, and preclude the risk of her ever being pregnant again. In performing the operation, I should be very careful to break up the ovum thoroughly, even if I laboured fifteen or twenty miuutes.'' Thus, unless the reporter has made some mistake in his account of the lecture, which we sometimes suspect, an operation is recommended to an ordinary practitioner of midwifery, which few hospital surgeons would venture to perform,?namely, to make an incision into the abdomen; to thrust a pointed instrument through the uterus into its cavity; to move it about, and thereby destroy the texture and life of the ovum ; to draw out the fallopian tube and cut off a portion of it, and then serve the other in the same way ?,? and this operation is put into the hands of a man who is supposed to be such a bungler as not to find the natural orifice of the uterus! Making full allowance for the difficulty of feeling the os uteri in the first month or two of pregnancy, and supposing this difficulty to be increased by the excessive deformity of the pelvis, surely it would be better to take a lesson from our continental brethren, and dilate the vagina by a tin speculum, and light it up by a candle to help us in our search. Any plan to avoid such?let us use the doctor's own words? such " a ferocious, atrocious" operation.
We One of the most remarkable circumstances connected with the growth of these fungi, is the power which the part upon which they are seated possesses of healing, without the formation of any permanent cicatrix: demonstrating that these fungi grow from the surface of the cutis, and that the texture of this covering is not permanently injured. Indeed, if the fungus be healed before the process of ulceration has commenced, no mark whatever, except a temporary redness, with a disposition to fnrfurate, remains; but, if ulceration has taken place, a permanent cicatrix is necessarily produced. I have, however, on many occasions remarked a fungus to heal without either ulceration or a permanent cicatrix, after it had arrived at the magnitude of a walnut. While observing the progress ot cicatrisation, I have remarked that, although it generally advanced from the circumference towards the centre, sometimes this was not the case. The large fungus, which was seated on the thigh of Walsh, (Case II.) and which was at first without any crust, in the course of a few days became covercd by two scabs, one on the upper and another on the lower part, and these separated by an interval which corresponded to the centre, and which healed first. In some cases, the semidiameter of a fungus will heal entirely, before the process of cicatrisation has commenced in the other half.
The number of fungi which are capable of existing on the same individual at the same time, is subject to great variety. I have seen cases when there was only one, and it is remarkable that on these occasions the fungus was, I believe, always extremely sensible. Sometimes I have seen as many as fifty on one patient, and I think it may be said that their maguitude is in general diversely as their number. Whether the fungi be great or smallx few or nu-merous, they are, if not constantly, at least very uniformly of a circular figure. Sometimes two coalesce, and form the figure 8.
What the progress or termination of the disease would ultimately be, if left to itself, I cannot pretend to say, farther than to testify that it would be extremely tedious. Whether it would wear itself out or not, I cannot decide.
On several occasions I have made efforts to watch its progress, uninfluenced by treatment, but its course has been uniformly so slow that the patient has become discontented, and I have been obliged to enter on its cure and removal before I could arrive at any satisfactory result. On other occasions, patients, who had been treated for this disease, have returned with the same affection; but whether this arose from any tendency which the disease has to relapse, or to the patient not having remained a sufficient length of time under treatment, I cannot determine, although I believe the latter to be the fact. I have not remarked that the disease becomes more intractable by long standing, or that it is more difficult to remove when it reappears after having been imperfectly treated.
In the whole catalogue of maladies which are capable of being cured or relieved by mercury, I do not know any which exhibits the value of this mineral more remarkably than the disease in question. I Although mercury in some form or other, so as to affect the system gently, is the remedy which I now uniformly employ, and with which I always succeed, it is proper to remark that local applications to the fungi, which cannot be supposed to act on the general system, appear to have the power not only of controlling their growth, but also of causing their removal. The operation or influence of these topical remedies is however uniformly slow, frequently uncertain, and often causes the fungi to become extremely painful; and, although they may clear the surface of all the fungi which exist at the time of their application, the impression on my mind is that they do not destroy the disposition to the formation of new ones. Of the local means which I have found most serviceable, I may mention solutions of the sulphate of copper, of the nitrate of silver, and ointments of the subacetate of copper, of tar, and, above all, those unguents into which mercury enters as an ingredient. (Ibid.) 
